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Marketing opportunitiesof farmmachinery- smal
and margina farmers

B KANCHETI MRUNALINI AND M.L.V.V. PRASAD

SUMM ARY : Farm mechanisation isan important factor to increase agricultural productivity. Increased
production results from introduction of new techniques that put into practise on farm. About 85% of
farm holdingsin Indiabelong to small and marginal farmers (cultivating lessthan 2 hectares). Small and
marginal farmers are resource poor, have limited access to technology, inputs, credit, capital and
marketing. Through timeliness of operations, increaseinland productivity, saving in labour requirement
and reduction in human drudgery, farm mechanisation leads to increase in output and productivity,
safety and easein farming with improved returnsand profitability. While farm machinery isnot affordable
for anindividual farmer, if the crop isnot sown or harvested in agiventime frame, therisk of crop failure
increases.Efficient machinery that cater to the needs of small and marginal farmersare need of the hour.
Purchasing power of small and marginal farmers can be improved through farmer groups and Farmer
Producer Organisations (FPOs). This aggregation approach also helps small and marginal farmersin
accessing various benefits of government schemesfor rural devel opment.Custom Hire Centres (CHCs)
provide necessary farm machinery at reasonable rates.
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